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THOMAS BUILT ‘EM RIGHT

These buses are as American as the Hamburger. But it took all of a
Canadian engineer’s industry to get them up and about
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Hevar wary of progress, never skeptical about success,
Mesner seaned allenges, never tired of trying,
Every step of theway we travel with our customers,
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Ihoeras Built Buses, [ne.isa bus manufscrures hised in High
Poima, North Carcling, United States and a subsidiary of Daimler AG
Perley A, Thomas (B2 - 19381 was 3 nagive Carsdianand &
millwrigh (specifically in woodwoeking), by iade, 1e wodked foca
subsidiary of the famous streetcar mamracueer |G, Beill and
Company, in Clevseland, Ohio, sarly in the 20th cepuary, and
1 might schood courses in stroctuml engineedng,
Instrue of Technology then moved south 1o work foc anocher

an Ciise

streetcar huibder svits High Paint, N.C location in igie. T homas
became chisl engineer, dialtzman and designes for the company.
wsireg boah his mechanical skills and his expe dence a5 a skilled
woodworker, Wihen the streetcar industey began vo i from wooden
o wee] constructon, Thomas vas able o make the switch, but b
employer, Sowhenn Car Company went out of business in gré.

A TRANSITION TO BUSES: THE 29305
The pational wend in the United States in the tgzos and mgaos was
wowanrd use of persond] automobiles riies thay ridiog public

| et pemi

marspoation. As sireetear fdesship decteased, less costhy buses wire
olten used [ subssinmion by the companies operating the servios
Ohnders for neaw seeectcirs and renoarions begain Balling off

Just s b hadd made the trmition from wooden vo stesd sueebcar
buikfing, Thomas and his workers at High Point abo made the
wansition o building buses successiully. In rg34. Duke Power of
Soanth Carcling had “Thomas bufld 1o wansit buses. Inoiggs, Thomas
ceased production of strestears and bunched a new poodua: the
school bas. The same vear, the company badle 200 wooden-bedjed
school bases bor the state of Monh Caroling, beginning a long
mradition with that state which conrinues m the peetem day,

L1z thee emarly davs ol the school bus, Petley Thomas and his
company’s teputation dor desipn innovation and quality
manfacuiog helpsd taonsdoom e indusary. Do the United Suies,
many school buses in the 19304 were nothing more than Hatbed
muck chassis with womden sides and a canas roof. They had
na lights, no mirrors and were much mare suited 1o
ranspoting vegeables o marke than chibdren w and from
schoal

T13 egg#, whe company inraducsd the fest weldedall ces] bus
oy, [0 1936, Dr. Frank W. Cyr of Mew Yook, who became
knwn as “The Father of the Yelbvw Schoal Bus’, hosesl a 7 day
long nanional conferemor of industry and school leaders which
established g4 impomant sabery sandards and the yellow color
for schoo! buases all across the Unived Sttes.

Theomes has always been a leading name in church bos and
school bas saley eflons. The company became s major schodd
bus by builder in the post- World War [ period, By roRa, i
was one of the big six school bus body companies in the Unived
Saanes, compering with Blue Bird Body Company, Campenter
Berdy Comgmany, Supenor Coach Comparsy, Ward Body

Company, and Winene Corposarion,

THOMAS BUILT BUSES

Themas Built Buses, Tnc. was incorporated in 172 a3 the successor
m Preley A, Thomas Car Warks. Previously dependent upon sk
chassis made by other companies lor its bodies (particularky Ford,
Dradge, GMA, International Harvesver and even Volvo), in g8,
Thesmas sneroduced it Gt bus chassis apd began producng its
popular Sal-T-Liner transit-svle bus bor schooland commercial wse
I1s tgfe, the company began to manubacee o smaller conventiom]
sl bars ona cucraay win chasss, the Thomas Minarour, ke
enpered the commerdal pubic st bus markes in the igBos, and
developed the Thamas Vist school bus, 3 modifisd conventisnal
demign peovidig improved {ront-end visibiliey loe dovers, and s
MVP Ene, a bess expensive version of it imansit-syle school bus in
The AL

By the end ot the 2oth century, Thoemas was one of enly theee
principal builders of lange school buses in the Unived Swases, [t s sill
hased in High Poine, and in o8, was soquited by the Freightlines
Geouprol Daimler AC Thamas employs over 1,500 p=ople
workdwide,

Irn wong, Prabiy A, Thomas, founder of the Thomas streeocar and
bus: building comganies, who died in 1ggh. was among the firs
inducrees into the Raleigh-based, Menh Cardina T rsposarion
Hall of Fame.

I 1y Thomas lunehed the FS -85 conventioml schood bas
which had dilerent options bor engines. The onginal options were
Caterpillar and Cumming, Larer, a Meroedis Benz Engine was
oftered as am option. The F5-55 was used throughow many diswics
around the LIS, The last F¥-45 was produced and delivesed on
Diecember iz, 2008 0 O'Brien Bus Service, Tie. of Marylasd,



