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THE REAL VAN

Over a period of 47 years, the tough guy from Ford has been
a symbol of intelligent evolution.
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unatoppable

Never wary of p , never skeptical about success,
Mever scared of chall  never tired of trying,
Cvery step of theway we traved with our customers,

On the "wstoppable™ journey to success,
L. A

be Ford E-Series, formerly known as the ' Econoline®

or "Club Wagon ', is a line of full-size vans (b cago

and passenger) and ruck chassis [rom the Ford Motor

Copemanyy, Thee F-Senies s eelabes) to the Fond F-Serices

line of packup trucks, The line was introduced in 1961
s @ compact van antd its descendants are sl prodoced wday. The
Ecoooline s produced solely a1 Ford's Avon Lake, Qhio plam afer
the closure of the Lomin, Chio plant in Deoember 2606 amd the
consolidaten of all productsen @ Avon Lake,

It hiwi been the bess selling American full-sized van bor 28
vears, since 1594030,

T first BoSers was lases] on the compet. Fored Faloon,
cized roughly 1o compete with the 1961 Chevrolet Corvair
Sporvan and Valkswagen Type 2, which was 4376 mm long. The
st E-Senes had a Nal oose with the engue belween and behind
the from sears, loer adopeed by the Cheveoler Vin aned Dodge
AL0D, Ealy models had a 144 cad G-cylinder engioe with a manu-
al 2 speed wansmission. Laser mechels hned a 170 C10 o 240 CID
eagines with an automatic ransmission, I the first 1961 maodel
yeir, 2,932 sandard vans, 6,571 custom Econalioe buses, 11,693
standard pickups and 300 custom pickups were mads. 11 was
oraginally affered as a carpo wan, an B-passenger van with 3 rows
ol seals (which carrsed] the Ford Falcon name) and as @ pickup
truck. A 75 kg weight was fitted over the rear wheels o balance
the front-heswy vehicle, sometimes iemoved by cument owisers.

The 1968 Fend E-Series revelutionised van design by moving
the engine all the way 1o the Trom under a shon hood. These
wild be the first vans used g5 the hasis for the now popular Class
L van cab mosar bowes, a cliss sl dominated by Ford, The 1968
E-Series aleo used Ford's “Twin |-Beam' from suspension design,
antl wis nevw available with o VB engine.

The grlle was redesigned in 1971, and a vear |ater E-Series
affewed a new Teanme, amd a new model. Slkling mear doors were
an apticn bor 1972, a5 well as the Hi-Cube van, the first van with a
swripped chassis usedd for
something other than recre-
atiomitl wehicles.

The E-Senes was rede-
sigoed in 1975 with more
ergonomic oontrols and a
full Frarr, nllowing i o be
used as a ek chassis
This was the beginning of
four wheel doive conver-
sions for the van dxd o8
available for E-Series Vans
through Ford Fleet Truck
using cunent model year
Suoper Duty pans. The nose
now had a proper hood,
very cose o the leagth
usedd tekay, Ths odly sivle
continued through 19531, In
1983, Fomds ‘Blue Owval’
logo was integrated inio the
front geille. The hasic ap-
pearance of the front end of
this car wis repliciied for
the Ford Ranger and its
EUV offspring the  Fonl
Broaco 11,

1997-2002 FORD E=350

The mdesigned 1992 F-Series was availabie with o 4.9 L inline
s, 5.0, 58, and 75 lier V8 engines, o8 & 73 L Fower Siroke die-
el VA The consumer-ogienied Chatems Club Wagen version was
Motor Trend mapazine’s Trock of the Year for 1992, With this
by seyle, Ford dominmed the market for 15 passenger vins omce
created by Dodge. It was favored by churches, but the bigh beavy-
duty body became notoriows for rollover incidents due wo the high
cemer of gravily and the weight of 15 adulls,

Al imroduced in 1996 were the pew line of Foed Trion en-
gines s thie ened of wsing (e 49 L6, 5.0, S8L el 7.50 Vs in
the E-series. The aew lincup of engines feanred 8 oon-Triwoa 4.2
L ¥, 46 L and 3.4 L Triton VBs, and for the fist time in the E-
Series, 2 6.8 L Triton V10, The 7.3 L diesel remained unchanged.

Fog ¥, Food again refieshed the B-Series, with a pew E-
150 Traveler model wrpeted an famalies,

Hy this teme, the Econoline wis koown s e *E-Seoies,” amd
wis sold as such in the literature on commercial vans and amba-
lance packages, anoher cinepory dominased by Ford. Heaoy -dury
Cutaway van models also featured *E-350' ar *E<150" badging on
the Tronl Tenders. Staming in 20601, however, Ford offickally Tully
rehranded 1the Econoline as the E-Seres i all badging and con-
sumer wales linertune, With the development of meee cophisicmed
7 passenger minivans, the mirket for passenger versions declined,
a0 the “Club Wagon" designation for passenger wapons has been
diopped.



