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THE (G)OLD BUS

Monocoque construction, inline six-cylinder engines and automatic ransmission are aill
very impressive fecrures for a bus that was developed dmost 70 years ago.
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The G cld-look transit bus was introduced in 1040 by Tellow
Coach beginming wiih the preduction of the made] TG o0 bus,
Telbow Coacls wars an sichy bus buildes tho was p.ulu"}' ] b
Cencral Moters {GM) before being purchased canright in 1543 and
folded inmo the CM Track Livision o foom the GM Trudk % Coach
Devision. The Tellow Coach narme was retired in 1943 as GM
divisions were revised during the wanime hiarus in bus production
When prochiection of bises resumaed in Febinpary v, the buses were
idenified with GM nameplates

Preduction of most "old-look” modeds was stopped upaon the release
o thie M Niew- Lok bus in 1g56; however some smaller wld-Took”
models continged to be buil unil ipég. Approsdmarsly 35,000 old
leak” buses were hailt during the #2j-year producion run, The ‘ald
Dol miwrmee i o el Bt vermm st s appliesd 0o ehis series of GM
Iizses afver the release of the G M Mew-Laak, with "MNew- Loak” he:irg
an official ere used by Gl o deseribe their new line of buses thar
stpersenbed due"cdd-lock”. "This 1s an example of a retronym.

DESIGN

The GM “old-look” bus was somewhat streamlired in appearance,
similar in shape toa loat of bread, and had windows thar wepe
pemeally smaller than those lound on more modern bos designes
prouced aher the 1508, Unlike most eadier buses, the GM “old-look”
bues was bulh using a monocoque design, rather than a bedyveon-lrame
ehesiggmy ann i hedped shaphiend e change from gaseline o diesd
pn'.'\.'u\e\.lhu:.n Mot “old-look” buses \\untmﬂml with the Detrodt
Liesel 6-71 inline sh-ovlinder dicse] engine, the exceprions being the
shiormer modek tha wene powesed by the four eylingder venion of the
sanye diesel engine, and buses that were equipped with gasoline
engines. Maral and amromaric transmissions were available, with the
Spricer e drive r-speed trmsmission being s on msomatie
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waawofpnﬁss nevwer sheplical about success,
MNever scared of ehallenges, never tied of trying,
Every step of the way we travel with our customerns,

On the “unstoppable™ jourmey to success,

SPECIFICATIONS
Length 1 35, 40 fest
width : g5 102
Height : 113 inches
wheelbase: 235 Bz inches
Typical engine : D0A § 71
Saeating : a5 or 51
Luggage : Mong
Alslo Width : owches
Front door width : =6 inches

'_x;ujp]nl bruases buih prierr tor 148 Adter 145, the 2 _\|md Mlisen V'
drive transmission was sed on awmomatic-equipped e, [n g0
catvel nigp, o semad] nuenber of bases were builwith dectric propukion
systerns frstead of 2 transmdssion. The "old ook’ was available in
several kergrhs ranging from @5 oo g feer, theugh the maost common
models were g5 awl o le bng, Mose "ol Took” buses were gf inclus

weide, but taz-inch wide modsls wers available hn-ﬁl'nnhgin w45, In
146 53] Begzan ollering its Thermo- matic beting and venstilation
systerm, and in igsz dased I'I.'I'-Ikillt; st ban niocdeds (Buses with
larger passenges windows, high-backed torward-tacing seats, and
ogaional luggaee recks). Beginning in mgz, air-ride suspension
becarme standard on 2l but the smallest model buses, avd in 1028, 2
conditioning was added as an available oprion.

Ir igyzg, G0 introduced ity Mew Look bus with the frshbea?
style tront window, and producticn sopped onall "dld-ock” buses
other than the 25- oot modds which were bufle untll 163 and the 30
foot modeds which were built unal g

MODEL DESIGHATIONS

The mode] designations used for GM “old-look™ buses consisted of a
serfes of two of three betressy followed by a series of bour numbers (lor
example, TIMH- 512 ). The leners and numbers gave @ hasic
demacription of the typeof bus o follows:

(T denoring a ransit bus (GM also buils ( P) parlour coaches and,
beginning it the 1phes, suburban mode buses wess deignaed with
an [ 53, bowever nedther sulfin was wed for any "old lock” medds).
The "L denoted a dicsed engine, while the "G stood tor a gasaline
enging, O the other hand, "H, "M ad 'E conserued hydnalic
{automatic) wansmission, manual mamsmission and denoting electric
propulsion respectively. The'E was omited for buses bully prioc te
14357 exoept lon these with deciric propulsion. Tao numbers gave out
the |:|l:\-|'.|'||'|1.1|.a.e.l'll'l'!_'I capacity al |=|:1;t|'|ul' the bus - (27) for 25-foe
bumses, (310 or d 220 bor 25-foot busss, {330 o1 $38) for 30-toot buses,
{goblor 33 foot buses, (45 For 35 Toot buses, {5 for 374 foot buses,
{n1b tor go-foot buses, and (54) or (55) tor gred-toot buses.

Almost 1g,000 UHA- Look” buses were made berween 1390 and
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