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By Mike McNulty
Rubber & Plastics News Staff

CHARLESTON, S.C.—W.H. Salisbury
& Co. plans to shut the doors of its
White Rubber Corp. operation, which it
purchased just a year ago.

The company will close White Rub-
ber’s plants in Ravenna, Ohio, and
Spokane, Wash., by June 30 and relo-
cate production to other facilities. About
30 employees will be impacted.

Salisbury is eliminating the opera-
tions because the rubber products they
make can be manufactured cheaper and
better at the company’s more-modern fa-
cilities in Charleston and Chicago, ac-
cording to Jack Wilks, director of opera-
tions at the Charleston site.

The smaller of the two operations in

Spokane has a work force of about 10
that make grounding equipment used
for electrical safety. Production will
move to Salisbury’s Chicago plant. 

The Ravenna closure will end a string
of cutbacks at the site during the last year,
which started out on a high note for both it
and the Spokane factories when Salisbury
parent Norcross Safety Products L.L.C.
bought the business in June 2006. That
deal eliminated a Salisbury competitor
and gave the company a bigger product
base, including new product lines.

About 50 of the 70 employees in Ra-
venna were laid off last fall when Skok-
ie, Ill.-based Salisbury shifted rubber in-
sulating glove manufacturing from the
factory to the firm’s modern 200,000-sq.-

By Brad Dawson
Rubber & Plastics News Staff

NOVI, Mich.—Cooper-Standard Automotive Inc. plans to ac-
quire a group of rubber sealing operations from Metzeler Auto-
motive Profile Systems, including eight European factories and
joint venture interests in China and India.

The purchase is designed to give Cooper-Standard a strong
complementary weathersealing business in Europe, providing
new production capabilities and automotive customers, said Bar-
ry Von Lanken, Cooper-Standard manager of marketing services.

Cooper-Standard and Automotive Sealing Systems S.A., a
holding company for Metzeler, signed a tentative deal subject to
the execution of a definitive purchase agreement and regulatory
approvals, the firms announced June 6. The sale is expected to
close in the third quarter.

The final price still is being negotiated, but Cooper-Standard
did say the consolidated annual sales of the businesses to be ac-
quired were about $400 million in 2006. The firm’s principal
shareholders, Goldman Sachs Capital Partners and the Cypress
Group, will invest new equity to help finance the purchase.

The two investors bought Cooper-Standard—which specializes
in body and chassis sealing and fluid handling systems—from
Cooper Tire & Rubber Co. in December 2004.

Metzeler deferred to Cooper-Standard for comments on the
transaction.

The purchase includes Metzeler operations in Lindau and
Mannheim, Germany; Battipaglia and Cirie, Italy; Dzierzoniow
(two plants) and Piotrkow, Poland; and Gent, Belgium. The joint
venture sites are located in Huai-an, Panyu and Shanghai, Chi-
na; and Ghaziabad, India.

In addition to sealing systems, the deal also includes technical
rubber operations that manufacture rubber compounds and
sheeting products for a variety of industries, Von Lanken said.
EPDM is the primary elastomer used in the seal production.

The Metzeler additions in Asia and Europe will complement

Salisbury to shut down
White Rubber facilities

Cooper-Standard
to buy Metzeler
sealing operations

Neeraj Kanwar
(left), joint man-
aging director
and chief oper-
ating officer of
Apollo Tyres Ltd.,
and Sunam Sar-
kar, chief of cor-
porate strategy
and marketing,
stand in front of
Apollo House,
the Indian tire
maker’s corpo-
rate headquar-
ters.

Apollo ambitions set high
By Edward Noga

Rubber & Plastics News Staff

GURGAON, India—Apollo Tyres Ltd.’s vision
is anything but timid: It wants to rank among
the world’s largest tire makers and break $2 bil-
lion in sales by 2010.

The path to such success is self-reliance, ac-
cording to two of the top executives of India’s
second-largest tire maker.

After a series of tie-ins with General Tire,
Continental A.G. and Michelin—the last a radi-
al truck tire joint venture that didn’t pan out—
Apollo management came to a conclusion, said
Neeraj R.S. Kanwar, joint managing director
and chief operating officer.

“We all decided internally that technology was
our greatest need, and we had to rely on our-
selves,” Kanwar said. “Starting in 2003 we put a
lot of investment and resources into technology,
especially in radials.”

Four years, a major acquisition and numerous
expansions later, Apollo is on its way to achiev-
ing its long-term goals. Sales of $2 billion by
2010 might seem a bit optimistic considering the
company just broke the $1 billion sales mark for
2006, but Kanwar and Sunam Sarkar, chief of
corporate strategy and marketing, believe it is
achievable via organic growth and further acqui-
sitions.

NAHAD networking
Mike O’Brien (left) of Flexaust Co. Inc. talks with distributor Charles Snow of Rub-
ber Plus Inc. during the contact program at NAHAD’s annual meeting and conven-
tion, held May 18-22 in Victoria, British Columbia. A story on additions to Flex-
aust’s product line is part of a special section on hose, which begins on page 9.

See Sealing, page 26
See Apollo, page 26

See White, page 26

RPN photo by Edward Noga

RPN photo by Bruce Meyer
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