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_UNSTOPPABLE RONNVAEXERES

The Ford Mustang has been a veritable performance car icon for many generations of
enthusiasts. The story started in the mid-1960s and is still going strong today...

be a high-priced
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performance” has
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The Mustang Mach i wirs non tao refined ar powarful, but scld well
because of its evocative styling and performance image

The Ford Mustang is a pillar of American aatomotive folklare -
probaby ane of the frst cars that offered great stvle and performance,
at a price that the masses. could sctaally afford. Unlke some Takan
supencars, the Mustang was pever 2 handbuilt “exctic, sharing parts
with mundane Ford Faleons. Famtanes and Galaxies. [t was meant to
be wory affordable. right from day one. And vet, the Mustang managed
torcaptre hesrms ancd mands all over the workd B muoee than four
decades, and continues to doso today,

The Mustang was made for igdos haby-boomers in America, who
wanted ayle and i'IN::!.']\r.l:Fclrn'l:ncu froom their cars. While conceTe
Mustangs stared doing the rounds from sz enwands, the first
production Mustang was shoown in MNew Tork in Apel igfyg - and
compared s other American cars available at the time, it was
porgeoushy sleek,

The Mustarg was nisially offered as cither a notchback coupe o
convertible, and weas fisted with double-wishbone.toil spring
suspensaon a2 the front, and leaf springs at the back! The frone grille
featused the row-iconic running horse, and engine chokoes wene 2.2.5-
liere, 122 PS straighe-si, 2 3.3-litre, 17 PS straight-si, and a 4.3-litre,
1P VA Larer, a 4.7-litre, 223F5 VB, and a 273P5 K-code, high-
performance VE were also offered. A three-speed manual ransemision
was standird with every engane excepe the 273P5 unit, which was
mvailable onby with the four-speed manual that was optional on other
modeks. A Cruise-O-Maic” three-speed amomaic ransmission was
also avasable s an option. Dium brakes were Bied all arounsd, an all
models,

Ford sold an amazing 126,528 Mustangs during 154 and mon: than
fier timess that number in 165! Then, Foed decided 1o go racing with
the Mustang, which is where Carroll Shelly came in. Shelby sow the
potential to slay Chevrokes Convettes with the Mustang, and
proceeded o modify 1o 202 Mustangs equipped with the K-code
ergimie intn Shelby GT 355 models. Big dise brakes, lowered
suspension, begper wheels and wider rubber = these Shelby cars wene

s Bt and furious as i pot in those das!

By 1967 Chevrolet started making the Camaro, Pontiac, the
Firehied, Phymouth, the redesigned Barracuda, and Mercury, the
Cougar. The Mustang had competition and Ford responded with a
revamped Mustang. New stovling and new, more powerful engines
were offered, with 2 range-topping 6.-litre VS that made 320P5. The
Mustang was a winner all over again, and Foed cortinued s sell as
reuamy cars i they could possibly churm out from thedr Baconies.

By the carly-1g=cs, the first signs of impending trouble were
showing, The w7t Mustang was big, heavy and not very good looking
— sales slowed down. Tighter emissions norms means tha engines
were retumied and power ouspuss stamed dropping, Ford introduced
the Mustang 11 in the mid-sgrcs, which was small and underpowered.
It did noe handle well and wis pocrby put togesher. The Mustng was
going down, ared its cause wasn't helped by the OPEC fuel embargo of
w73 and the sppearance of smaller and cheaper Japanese mnpores.
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LUNSTOPPABLE

Mever wary of progress, never skeptical about success,
Nawer scored of challenges, naver tired of trying.

Evary step of the way we travel with our customars

h_ On the “enstoppable™ journey to success. J

Even theugh 2 V8 engine made iss wary hack into the Mustang
lirseasgy four 1975, i mvacke bess tham 12sPS. A ' Clobea 11 packape was
offerad, which includid fancy cosmetics and paintjob, but not much
e besides. An all-new Mustang then made an appearanoe in 1975,
with bettet suspension and beter build qualiny, but only marginally
bester engines. Fued injection was introduced in 1985 and a 5.c-live,
23=PS engine was offered in the Mustang lineup.

The car soldicred on stoically shrough the carty 19905, before the
seventh-generation Muszang was lasnched in 1g04. Engine chosces
were pared dewn to just two, and 4 5.o-lere, 220P5 VE was top-cf-the-
linwe: stuff. Ford sl managed to sell 123095 Mustangs during 199,

The eighth-generation Mustang came in in 195, with revised
snvling and j5th anniversary badpes on their front fenders. Bath, the
W6 and the V5 engines were suitably revised and a Cobra version was
abso offered, A special Ballin’ edition Mustang GT coupe was ako
offered in 2001, which evoked memories of the id8 Mustang driven
v Snevie We e i the 1948 hit film, Bulliz,

The cument-generation Mustang came in 2005, and sharss its
plasfoorm with the Ford Thunderbind and Lincodn LS, Seyling pays
homape to Mustangs of the past. and yes, the car sill looks good s ever
and poes just as hard. As long a5 there are fans of American muscle car,
the Peny Express will continue 1o ran..!

This Mustang Coupe from the mid-1960% was a great, great ssles
succass for Ford, with the comarmy barely baing able ta keep up with
demand! Every cas buyer in Amarica wanted one of these at one time

LA IZH’IML

A Mustang Fastback fram 1965, Coal, radical styling, & rangs of
sporty tnglms and cheap to bu)- and run - this was a I'Ning wxample
of the great Amarican dream

o

Arather Mustang Fastback from the 1g6os, fitted with a big-block
WA, It would guzzle petrol, snd readily seoke ts tyres off the line..,



