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Here'’s taking a look at one of WWII's, most efficient foot soldiers
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The #ac4 ton bormat becare widely used in the British army ater
the war. Manulacrurers included Albion, Foden and Leydand
Dresipned as a heavy kead carries, the Levland Hippo S5 oo wuck
entered inte m:ill'lar!r secvice in 1044, This bumble truck was
essenlial lor the allies for winming the Word War 11, Lack ol
suprplies was moee olten than not ane of e remons for o battles,
Ammunitions, bucl, reinforcement, food et were all browght to the
fraawt i i vehiches [Tke this. For every vehicle involved in the fran
line t'lt;ll!:nﬂ, there would be tens of others p.r-.l-.'|l.|i||5it the mears 1o
keep going,

It prowesd ity worth hauling supplies during the closirg stazes of
the allied advance across north westen Europe. The huge bodies
on these trucks had 3 well-type Hoor incorporating wheel arches,
this giving lowes loading heighe, an imposant element in the war
laes as Torkdif erucks were lew and much E'-'"'J'I"'L'. wils
arcomplished by hand. Sreel hoops and a cany

rrotectiod s the stores carred, The h||r|:-.t M 1 initial version was

tilt pave weather

baged on the pre-war commercial type with an cpen caly with
canvas il and a fised windsercen, while the hippo MK # had an all
steed calby, The hippo ME 2 had singde rear wheebs while the MK 2A
had dual wheel fated with 10-50-22 tres. The dithenly with the
MK 2 A wvas that it had 1o carry two spares ryres, ons for the front
ared anwther for the rear.

It ig.r-‘_-:lurl_\ amazing 1o see thess trucks in service during the
15, Boxiches the general servioe vehicks, many wes fitted with
v type bodies and several expasadable body e were buil,

Specifications

LEYLAND HippﬂMK 2G5
Powerplant:

eni (100 EhplLeyland type L6
cylinder desel engine
Eﬁme_ﬂﬁiﬂnsc
o T

233 m o ft 11 inches)

Weights:
unladen Sga kg (19,712 |b) and
laden ag7an kg (43, 4

Parforrmance
radus B37 km [gzomiles)

APOLLD TYRES 1TD.
unatoppable

Neser wary of progress, never skeplical about success,
Menver scared of chall s, never Lived of trying,
Fwery atog of the winy we traved wilh our costomiss,
On Ehe “unstoppable™ journey to success,

. -

albeiy of similar design The side J'lunela. weze splhit hnri.-:r-n'.ulg.-', the
wpper hall besng raised 1o form an extra rool area and the lower hall
forming extra soof space to provide additional lresdom around
machinery.

The velicles coudd also be linked ogether to form a consolidised
workshop area. Van bodies included an auto-procssing iype oo
developing photographs, an enlarging and rectitving type tor
exposin origing flm ente new Bim, a prinng ope with oy
offset printing mvachine and a photo-mechanical tvpe equipped with

resary offset prnter, work tables and plate racks. Entrance 1o all

these bodies was through a single door a1 the rear, Because of the
lenggh of the body, the spare wheel had 10 be translerred from
bedind the caby aand placed wieder the rear of the chasis, A post-war
fitting was the adoption of the goga lire AVTUR refueller body
and with the rear body romovesd, of a Coles MK 7 or Beal npe
QMO crane.

The trucks could even transport radar systems. Each unit was
moufted on the bed of its ARC Matador or Leyland Hippo loery
but needed 2 much more \l.ii.\le|:-ia'.|u.rr|1 before it could potate. This
was achirved by swinging our and clamping tour huge aniculared
legs cach finsd with an dephamt’s loot, Hydradic power provichad
by the boery's engine allowed gach toot 10 be lowered independenthy
until the chassls of the larry was lited brom the ground and
susgrrriched beneath the levelled radar, with the bupge tvres just off
the L;:uun-.l. The lorry cab was then unbolted and ilill.i;‘_‘.." ferward
hedow the bevel af the radar cabin. [nthis ingenious manner the
wui:d"lll of the now w'|u:f||.||:u-\. lorry |lEI|.|IITIE.I-I welul funetian by
giving the required s1abiling

“The Leyland hippe inradured in 1g.4 was one of the laner
British examples of which vver 1,000 were eventally buibl, T s
the quantities in which the contact vehicles were produced, we
muist book 1o America whese Fords, Chevralers, GMOTs, Dodpes
i were produced in vist quantities. There were some §,.40,000
light vehicles, 800,000 medium, 5,%0,000 heavy vehicles, and with
spucialist vehicles a grand wal of something hke 33.00,000
warspert vehiche being produced dusing the war veus,
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