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OUT OF STEAM

For most of the 19th century and the early part of the 20th, steam buses enjoyed stop- start success.
Their demise coincided with the popularity of the internal combustion engine.
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APOLLO TYRES 1TD.
unatoppable

Newver wary of p , never skeptical about success,
Mever scared of chall  never tired of trying,
Cvery step of theway we traved with our customers,

On the "wstoppable™ journey to success,
L. A

ir Goldswarthy Gumey experimented with steam road
tractbon Tromm 1H23 oowards and at least one of his
four-wheeled sieam waciors hauled a coach between
Celormorster wid Cheltenham several times daily. The
pine-mile journey, operated by Sic Charles Dance, was
wnlertiaken in as litde as 45 minues, ban the appanent sacocess
alarmed other operators. On June 23cd 1831, piles of loose saones
wire seatlened acmss the road and resulied inthe coech weaking
s back axle. Consaquently the Turnpike Trusts i posed addiion-
al wlls on self-propelied vehicles amld the venture came to an end
The intrachuction to London, oo the 220d April 1833 of a regu-
lar steam carmiage service marked the beginning, of the history of
the mechanmcally propelled bas. Waller Hanoook's steam omnibas
named ‘The Emerprise’ was bull for the Loadon and Paddingion
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Sweam Cartiage Comgany and
ran between London Wall and
Paklington  wia Dslington,
Hanoock himeelt built and op-
ermed seam buses  benwren
1833 and 1840 In 1836 he in-
wriluced the 2-sem
*Automaton” and ran over 7K
joarrneys hevween London and
Paddioglon, London  and
Islinggon, amd Moorgoe  and
Suatford, camying over 120K

passengers and reaching speeds
i exoess ol 200 mph
Harsh  legislation  from

1861 onwands vimually elimi-
mated mechanically  progelled
vehiles from the 1oads ol
Grear Biritain. The Locomotive
Aot of THB] imposed speed
limits oo “road locomotives” of
Smph in towns and cities, and
10mph i the country,

It was el until the internal
combusticn engine achieved a
maddicum of sacoess on the
Coatipent that public apinion
agitinst mechanically propelled vehicles began 1o change, and, in
1856, ihe Government passed the Locomotives on Highways At
This removed the mow adngenl estrictions and sanctioned a
maximam speed of 14 mph. The Ao came oo
farre on the 1dth November 1896 and fom
that date the mechanically propeiled bus mok
a giant siep forward.

Experiments with sleam vehicles reslaed
In 189 a double-deck steam bus buih by E
Ll & l:||-11|1.||:|3r o Hisurslow was Licenses]
for wse in London, although it was basically a
horse-bas body, sealing 10 inside and 14 o=
side, mounted on a steam lomy chassis, with a
light dwning 1o polec potenial pesengers
froem scot and steam.

Ui the 17th March 19062 an experimenlal
service between Hammersmith ard Oxford
Circus vin Shephends  Bash  using &
Tharnyverolt coke-fired steam bus was inaugu-
e by the London Road Car Company. The
vehicle had coachwork based on a horse bus
hely, bant was ackapieel to sien 36 passengers by
elongating the upper deck over the driver, 1
head sweel ovres aned carricd sinddhaxes.

Thomas Clarkson [ 1861-1933], formed hs

wwn company called the Narbonal Steam Car Co. Lad, which com-
menced services on the Jod November 15080 with fowr steam bas-
e The Meer was gradually built up and in 1902 i1 was operating a
vl of 1849, However ihis was to be the pinanache of the sieam bus
e, which wis never ahle 1o compee satslworily agains the rise
of the peucl engined s, The last Matieoal fieam bus ran in
Lontdon on the 18th November 1919,

THE SENTIMEL

Thie conmgeany Began Bife in 15906 a5 Alley & MacLellan produced
stenm road vehicles staming 1906, 1n 19340, after financial poob-
lems, the company was reorgdnieed a5 Sentinel Waggon Works
{19207 Ltd.

In 1934 Sentinel launched a new amd advanced sieamer - the 5
e which had a single-acting A-cvlinder underfloos eagine with
Iomggituclinal crankshalt and an overhead wonm-cive axle, It was
lighter and featwred a modernized driver’s cab with a set-back
boiler amd wis availabbe in four, siv and eigh-wheel form, desig-
nated 54, 56 and 58, Buses could also be bailt on the same chas-
sis. In spine ol its sophisticased design, however, it could ne com-
pete with contemporary diesel trucks for all-sond convenence
aned payload capacity, and was phased oo in the e 19308 [t was
not the eod of Seotinel's involvement with sieam, however; the
compiny built about 100 5™ tvpe vehicles for expan i Argenting
as lae as 1950, for wse by the B Tuthio coal oune.



