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NEW SCHOOL OF THOUGHT

Soaked in a fair bit of history, school buses in the US have
come to embody a distinct identity.
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APOLLO TYRES 1TD.
unatoppable

Nevar wary of progress, nover skeplical about sucoess,
Mesner seaned allenges, never tired of trying,
Every step of theway we travel with our customers,
O thie "wresloppabla™ ey Lo succies,
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I North America, the sehil bus is isslf a specifie oyps of bus
clstinct bom other buses. They are commionly painted 1 "vellow
omnge ook dofhicially known as "Matonal Scheol Bus Chrome
Telborw™ b lor pawposes ol visibility and salewy and equipped with
specialized mathe waming devices. Fall-size school buses can sean 5o
10 go passergrers, but i many disscicts smaller vehicles are used as
wedl. Such smaller vehicles are commaonly known as “shioer buses™,
anvd are often wsed for low-density rouces. Engine manufaciuress

inclisde Internarional, Genesis, Foed, Mack, and others; whereas bos
Iedies are manufaciured by Blue Bird, Themas and 1C Corp.
Mot LLE. schoed dismrions puechase the buses and hire their owm

b 1% betwesn §60,000
an] srooo00 alchough
usad school buses canbe
boughe bor as linde as

s 000, School bus serdoes
in Europe ars commacted
o 10 local bus companies

ECLECTIC EVOLUTION
The firsy schoo] bus was
Teorae drawn, incoducs=d
in 1827 by George
Shillibeer fora Quaker
school ar Abney Park in
Stoke Mewingmon,
London, United Kingdom
] e chesipnied ro carry
25 children, This proved w0
b the: forerunner of the
zses thay we are so
familiar with, Wiymne
Weaks, predecessor o
Woayne Corporition, wis
founded in the Uniiesd
Stmtes of America in thys
By B84, and possibly \
eardier, it s knevan than the
company was making
heese-drawn school carrages which mary people referred o as
‘school acks, school cam, schoo] rucks,” or kid hacks,”

I a1, Wayne Works deopped 2 woeden kid hack amtean
autempbile chassis, creniing a predecessor 1o the modern mosor
school bus. In the bodies fer school manspostation the contpany
produced theough this e, passergrers =it on perimetes seating, facog
the center mther than the front of the bus. Entry and sgress was
vheoasgh o doos ar the pear, o design b in ron-meoronsed davs so
a5 ot to stanls the horses, This was possibly 2 peecursot 1o the rear
emagency door commonly [ound oo moedem school buses,

[n gz, Bhue Bird Body Company and Wayne Woaks began
buikling all seeel bus bedies. And then, i 1932, Gillig Bres, buil
their rst schocl bus, which was an all-stee] univand by the mid
1, nearly every school bus manufeomeer was wing sieel over
wood orother materials for body comstraaion. In the 1g30s, many
school bars manubsenrers aleo began installing addivoral exeedor
“raits’ along the length of their bases o add struaws] dgidity and o
aidin passenger procection. Keown as orash, rub or guand il

Irs the rgzos, Wayne Wacks, Crown Coach, Gillig Bros., and other

schaal bus body sompandes manudactiened some mansiesayle sehool
buses, than is, wpes with 3 more ot less (an ronr-end design {known
in modern times a5 wpe L school buses). Crown Coach baih the

farst by oy, Wigh capacivy, traomin syvbe sehoo] coach o tgge and

named it the “Supercoach’. In the tggos, espedially on the West
Comast, on aceount of the Baby Beom, school disuricts were forced 10
comsolichite, bary larper scheal buses, or bash. As a resulr, the nse of
thee transin suyhe school bus skyrockensd during the mid 1g3es. In
1o5. Cillig Bros. imreduced the very first pear-engine diesel-
powered] school bus, The G 8o Trameit Cosch soon alteraands

hecame the most popular rear-engine mansit-style school bus on the

WEST DU

SAFETY STANDARDS
Most schood buses nmmed the now-tamitias yellow color beginning in
193g. In Apail of then vear, D, Frank W Cyr, a professes ot Teiches
College at Celumbia University in New Tork otganised a conberencs
that esmblished natoral school bus comancion ssandands, including
the standard color of yellow [or the school bus, The colour, which has
come i be trequenthy called simply "school bas vellvor, was selectod
because black lenering on that hue was easiest 10 see in the semi-
darkness of early morning ard Lite afernoon

Sinoe then, the 115, Federal Metor Vehicle Safery Sandands for
schodl barees which became applicsble for schoal buses on Apal 1,
1977 has been the puiding lorce behind bus salesy. It covers apeas like
biuts mmergency exins, follover protection, joine seengah, searing and
crash protection and hwel system iutepny.



