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_unatoppable MERCEDES PANEL VAN

The LP402 is the forefather of all panel vans from the commercial vehicle division of Mercedes-Benz It was the
solution that spawned a seties of LCVs which addressed consumer goods fransportation in Europe and elsewhere.
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This LP o maoded comes Trom the Daimbar-Benz
el tion and wos seenal the Hannower Truck Expa.
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THIS [SSUEOF THE MAGAZINE HASTHE
first story on the new all-mopccoque people cmier
fram "Tiana Mosors known as the Winger. The
association of the Winger 1 thisedition of de
Unstoppable is huge and peetry signibicant because the
Winger s been spawired off the very popular and
oommercially successhul mnge of pane vans and
peoyhe carriens which we knew as the first genesation
Fenaudh Tralc. Of course, pand vans from Tan
Mutors will
conmse bast it is significamt thay we do have the bads of 2
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very midem vehicle inthe Tight commescial vehicds-
«olass 0 haul bath people and goods inthe inner
conlfines of cities as it is adespuatein both size and
propartion whils alwo being nimble and azee 1o handle.
And w0 over 1o the subject of this edition of The
U:l,!.lgnpi‘l!e,ll‘u.' Loz pmd van This vebicle
came oul in the carly 1o and has that
unristakeable lineage of buses (and trucks) sponing
the three-poinsed starin tharera, In Faet, if one were to
chweek out some of the ooy coaches Trom Mercedes
Beniz in the 1gfas, the bront facia and treatment was
hie LP.po and olbwiouwshy it
1 hans: Been oo far fetched 1o have cugpested
v book of the Lo was lent to the topline
eoaches, the reverse being acmal facr,
Whiat v et the LPgor apan s the fothat

in b the all Evegraned dean look of panel vans going
in thee workL Theepe indesd were pand vans bdlore the
secord workd war as well but most of these were on
|}H4-1.|IJ}-|LN-1I‘|:-.'-.-|ri|I-l\~:\-. | seemed 1o mirnor a
mide] extersion of the basic tamily saloon. The
LPsoz ch
stgmalled 1r--.u1v-.1 amore assthetic design for sven
the most humidium losd camving apylication ansd the
«dean hygienic treatment with its all metal painted

Jerur el Il.|111 I.1l: wr ichenanity anwd abso made fora
fan pleasis "E v—-'n 0
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'1l:u|.{ wsers, Infact the
pablic’s mincket in
he non-olfensive design and as such this

tangible acoepabilivy was a further plus point
making the conoept workable. Just to flustiate one
other crucial aspect, Tuck operators wend ™ advenise
their arganization on the sides and front of thel

wehiche, Drwas crude and veny minimal in the sarky
days bt the Strong shinry all metad surfaces of the
1Py made for a grearcanias for componane idenriry
which many teckess / transport opaators made ample
use o, Trisck signage has not looked badk since then.
A s visibbein the vwo images of the LPgoz in ks

tesure, the LPgoz developed the full-forward comral
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unatoppnable

Mewver wary of prg:esa. never skeptical about succoeas,
never scared of challenges, never tired of trying,
ey Shop of Lhe way woe Lraneed il our cusbomens,
on the ‘unatoppable’ joumey to success,

concept and broughs itway dewn the line from
coaches and trucks, This coupled to the wheeds at
exrerne comers phus the high sear sance allowed the
driver 1o have 1 ogitirmam l.-'|1|=|.li||.|_I position
semming from great all round visfhiling 'F:~|'| nech
I'|IIW'LI1J."' lity wes a natural Deature, as vehides of
this kind designed 10 operare in the tight streets ot a
ey g Furope. A from engine, rear wheel drive
ibe this remained
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packaging optimisations helped lend the vehicls
degrmvers 1o strikeout in different dinections as regands
rvadel exctensions. This versatilit of the conceps was
wery well eploined nod just by Meseodes- Bene bu
alw by other car and rock makers all over the world

ard one of thess dba made i India in the igooes

This Incian vehicle was not ene with the thres
peinted star but the Temgo Matador made by the
then Bajaj Ternpo Ltd, The Matadors delivered the
pane] van concept wo us Indians baw it also showed
olf ity veratile character via ity passenger carriers, it
ambulance application, irs banle camrier and crane
versions and many others, In fact going dewn the
years, Bajaj Termpao did affer ||u1|.-| the: logrical
successor to the LPgoz in the fom of the Tenpo
Traveller which is siill doing business 1o this day. In
Fact vasce the LPgo2 concept caughn on and

Eurcpean designers Began to streech their thougha
process 1o encompass many diffecent applications
they also understond the need 1o deliver bener space
optirnisadon, betes loadabilivg, beter dvnamics,
whether unladen, with a par load or fully loaded
ancl this meant tha ey vamed 1w due full

FIROROCOG S OO Pl EVEn lersucha category of
commercial vihicle.

The LM .poi's swocess meant that the nest stage
wers for

U

o OV makers wgo the all
NGOG Ue roUte amd thys first such application which
wesaw on our [rdian reads was the "Tempo Traveller.
The Traveller remained the only vehicle of its kind
writil the achvent of dee Winges . W are sure that the
front engfe, fron wheel drve Winger will spawn
panel vans, specialised application cariers,

arnbaul;

in the manthes 1 come,

weem, custarm-outfmed mobile olfices ard such

Js anecan ses the impact that the LPgaz has had

o Bight vans poes beyond OF M, This is becauss,
van s very generic essence has remained intact though
the detailing and the exeoution have char 1g:n:| with the
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