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MERCEDES-BENZ W165

This has to be the greatest racing car ever in motor sport history: a car built in secret in just seven
months to lay it across conniving Italian race teams and organisers in the only race which mattered.
The W165 won the 1939 Tripoli Grand Prix and after that was never driven in anger again.

Ore of only two Wibgs ever made. Both
exist to this day but only cne & a proper
runner ard it forms part of not just the
great well stocked Mercedes-Banz
Mumeum but also occupies a very
important place in motarspart history.
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UNSTOPPABLE
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MNewar wary of progress, never skeptical about success,
Maver scaned of challenges, never tired of trying,
Every stop of the way we travil with our customons
On the “unstoppable” journey to SuCcess,
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FOR METHE GOLDEN AGE OF GRAND PRIX RACTNG
has 1o e the 1os, especially the Apeof the Titins swhen the Germun
Sihver Amoews {read them as Awio Lindon and Meredes-Benz)
undcashed a blivzkreig over the Tulan, French and Beish reams in the
period 1o - 5 and in sodoing complescy annibilaeed amy and
everyone who stood i their way,

(M course there was bound o be animosisy, cven among the scams
From the AXIS countries. The simple Fact oof b was that Adolf Hisler,

froe all his folles, wats & momoang nut and among the few good things he

dlicd was 2o fumed both Auto Union and Mescedes-Benz m o and fighe
the: oo bantle on the dassic Grand Prix cirousts of the workd. (Haler
alser gave Germans and the mess of us the dusobahn plus seduced
enwagzh of his countrymen t pur in theirsavings o conjure up the
"l.HLm',lp;n Paowthe). "The Tralians and the French never knew what his
them and whale the indivadual balltnee of the 18es of Tazo Muvolan
snared 2 few wins here and there, from rogg omwards the silver ameas
wete inevitably in o class of their oo and vinually hopged all seps of
the posdiem

“The Taalians wene panmers in ams on the political scene with
Creemany ard Benato Mlssoding was also percene o oo b some ki of
et eothustest. Tt was mest galling therehne i see his ol cirs
being given the boot in every GP in the mid-1gaes. A few discrees
whispers and ko behold, the Teatians and the French found common
ronaned amnd begzan woswitch cassibicanon of their mam cvents o the
n5-hitre voiturere class when the GP formuda was for superchanaed
3.a-Hire cars.

Al Fomeo and Maserat had devised all new cims oethe 1.5l
freverrnaks im g sl and this was supposed w be the new sndand for
the GIP class from 1940, However, Meroodes- e knew that i had o
ek the Tralians at chedr cwn game on this front becuse the ongansers
of o of thee preatest GPs of that time: the Tripoli Grand Prix, rn on
the Mellaha crcuit. had announced thas their gy event woahd nan o
thee 1.5-lere class and nog the GP dass

The Mercedes-Benz weam undes their charismatic ream manager

Alfred Meubaser and chedr grear engineer - designer Rudilf

1M hlenhau began work in seoret on a new 15-diere racer in L g8,
Exen though the grapewine stared sugpesting that something was
up ar Umtermurkheim, the peojec was completed inmweer secnocy
and jusst 3 month before the Trpol G the German eam fled
entrics for THemmann Lang and RBudelf Caracciola in the new car.
designared the Weds,

T enitine eacin work] wan stunned when harcly six months o the
day the proje had begnan, the W3 appemed on the gnd for the
Tripaoli evene on May 7. 1535, “The Tafians who had hoped for a home
win with cither an Alfa Romeo 178 ora Muaserari (inchuding the fully-
Famead excample of Lasig Villoresi) wene shocked heyvond belief o bien the
pom litde silver shags fired up in pir lane. The ggsoc go-degree V8
engmes with four-vahves percylinder predased the Renauk Vi 15-litne
of G macing's b hanged formula m che bire g8 and cardy 1goes,

Tt emphoyed vwin Roots-nvpe superchangens blowing theoagh twin side-
draghe Solex cathurenors. Tgmition was by a special Bosch magmets
and the engine developed 236bhp at Soocem, a phenomenal output for
an enginse of its size in tharday and age. “Transmitting the power mhe
rear wheels was a seapeed el which was noemal Menoedes- Bens
excing practice = the pgges. In By musch of the Jesons kams From the
sapercharped 3.0-lime Grmd Prix cass was emploved on the Witis and
this inchuded a lightweaght b usrery seiff wibubis chassis. independint
frone suspension by means of twin wishbones and ool spngs while a
D Dhion oype Lavout with moesicn hars did dury an the rearend.

e soarsd of the Mercedes V8 conmassed agamst the simaigha :.'r,;l‘ll
ME-Romeo Type 158 Alleras and the Mascrasis, the shncking VB
souniding like the verable angel of deach for the Trbian machines, The
1oegis Tripodi G grid had 40 cam, 28.of them being Tralion machines
with just ewo Cemman Gars agganst them, Sadly for the Talians, these two
sahvet arons ook the top twe spots on the gid and whin the fag foll mw
aeart this :15-L||'| race overa pgogkm e distanor, Lang and Carscciol
st Thew vy and wem: never seen. Lang won the rce ata heady
averape speod of gk from Cascciot whowas seoond, some

Lang pulls into victory lana
at the end of the race with
toam boss Moubauer (laft)

applauding his offerts.

ﬂéﬂpﬂm Grand Prix r::dﬂuw
 carsam ona cama
mmmu the two Wabss. o = 4
thiree amed a half miraes behind. The Laer however had been diiving
with a shghly lower final dove ranothan Lang, Neubauer and
U Thlenhinst hawings bedged thear bers berween ousmight pace and
reliability bug they necdn’t have woried

This was Lang's thind ssespht Trpodi Grand Prix win and it was
somi 2tkmy'h quicker than the winner of the 1.5-lime class fom the
provious yearand juss abous Blem/D slower than his own winning
speed ina3.0-lire G P carar the same circun in rgS!A snghe suniving
Alfa 158, dowen by Villossi was a diszan thied, The Mercodes Wihiss
had groand Talan pride i duss o while the company had
prepared topo racing in g with the Wids, the advent of Hitler's
folly in pempetmaring WWTT scuppered this. After the war the company
thowghit o revive the r.-litre project s decided agains it The o
Widizs from Tripoli wese thankfally intemad in Switzerdind dunng
WWTT anad thew snll exdst iy, One of thise ts now i fell nanning
oot and jus for the sense of hissory and drama it is a sighe whach any
true mosirspon enshusiast showdd try and expenence once m hisor ber
e, O course given s proverance and what ivdid w Talan pride on
May 7, rorg, i remamns unsumpassed and unstoppable = s mysic,

Adil Jal Darukhanawala



