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The first and the greatest of the carathons has been, a
remains, the great overland run in 1968 from l" 1o
Sydney. Won by Andrew Cowan, Brian Coyle and®
Malkin driving a Hillman Hunter,ityet continuesiogvel
an unstoppable fascination for a*straigt m.
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1565 WAS AVERT DIFFERENT
world compared 1o the paesent. In
wrs a time when something needed H“llwﬁl fm:?"::?lwll h:r-"’ul;.

tor happen, in the: Eusope of that age.
Mations were trying 10 fight foe their
resprective idengities in vittious walks
of 1ok s Tk weas more humdrem
than at any time prior o that.

Enser two newspaper harons inte
the picture. Sir Max Aitken of the
Diaily Expeess publshed out of
Limdion snd Sir Frank Packer of the
Sydney Daily Telegraph decided
thas an overdand race from London
oo Sty woukd be a cagabyst for
acventume e alsoa duster breakes
iof s e, Evenes then hud |.1lrn|'4|.'1
rubes. Add v that the pemy
siguabbles and over-Emaliarity
{exporsure Extigoe is the term for this
timwsackays) were redhucing puhlic
nBEhest i RHOF intmational
spoming cincles.

e Lomdon = Sydney Marahon,
conceptualned by the wo media
harons i essemtilly o sraighs ooe
From “here tothere” was seen as the
righn approach v pet public interest
hekied o in the rigghs manner,

The masathon phs s e
throuph France, Ty, Tugoskbvia
arw] Bubgaria o Asaa viathe
Bowpirmus ineo Tsenbul and then on
tr Iram, Adphanistan, Pakistan and
India seemsed oo strike a song chond
with many in the motoring workd
The cars, once o Bombay |as
Mumbad was kninwn then Fwoukd
then biz shipped te Fremante in
Anstralin abosied the PEO cruise
lmer C usm Action winkd resume
From Fremanthe over toagh termaim m
the Mullarbwor Deserr, numing inwes
whet marry said would be the
touagghest ever Hime versus
comdtions” test for the cars and their
Crews.

Mot unnarurally, the idea coughe
om and we had Brctony seams from
Ford UK and Fosd Australia
imvelved with the Cortmas amd the
Falevns, the competition
IL‘P.II'II.‘IN.‘I!IL'\ of BMW and Rooges
were out in force wizh their 1500s
and Huneers, whike Caroen was
determiined o pleg on with its team
of specially prepared DSz,
Privatres Parsche gaus with sy
preeparaion were entered, inchading
ome o the famous Polish drives
Sobacslav Aoeada, o were dichard
peivateers from distant kinds. This
nduded an Indisn team fom

Bombay in a spanking new Fond

200l to celabrate the goth snniversary of
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Havar wary of progress, nover sieptical about success,
Maver scared of challanges, nevar B of trying,
Every step of the way we Lravel with our customerns

On the “unstoppable” journey to success.

Laus-Cloeting crewed by
ymaecokogisr D omsi Widia and
[UTHET CLIM F3OE G COMSETuCEoT
Suresh Maik.

The big money seemed g reston
the: Baitish dever Roper Clark with
nime other than Ohve Andersaon
ak 111.:\'3\1' hrirm i the works Fond
Ciomina as they roazed into Bombay
in the kead. The Indian pairing met
ther watedon in the [nnan desent
bt fhat didn't deter the: masaes of
Trsciiom: humanity 1o weloomss the
Marathorsers from the Pakistn
border down to Bombay,

"The event had captured the
imgination of the entiee workd and
omee it Austealia, the harsh temain
began o tell on the front nanners
whi egan to crop off a an dksmang
pate. Clark fell off the leader boand
while Fasacky Exhersd o wee bat. The

mighty Aussie Foeds beggan o self
destrscy and o the rally went into it
chosing stages, the Cimoen of Lucien
Bianchi {ace spomscarand one time
Frdriver) am Jean Claude Ogier
wats keadingg quite comborably. Tt
wis 10 be no respite th nJHt'lfl.ﬂ'll'E
Clitroen bocause the \u|wﬂ1h'|hnnn
Hillman Hungerof Andeew Cowan,
Birian Cinvle and Codin Malkin was
right there to take the spoils after a
solid relible num s was the works
B oo of Paddy |Hopkirk,
Poole amd Mash,

And then the unshinkahle
happened. On the namow country
o, o1 the: firal non-competithe
stagae fust 100 miks from the [indsh,
the Catroen crashed head-on mso o
Miri Cooper deven by two local
enthusiasts who had come out o see
the marsthonens. Tt wan a crushing

this great race from “here to thene™

bk i e aarys than one and
Bianchi and Civoen were deprived
of a mest deserving win.

All o sudden, the easy does it
apperoich of Andeew Cowan and his
crew had paid off handsomely, 1is
Fiillman |lunter swept into the lead
and o motor rcing folklore,
Huplirk was second and the Fosd
Fakeon ol Tan Vaughan
Bels Forsyibe and lack Ellis was
thind. #asada salvaged some pride
fosr Pomrschie with foanh overall while
Hauno Aahonen, Henry Liddon and
Peser Easter were filth in the second
wuiehks BMT loch,

Tz Hiliman | lunter never
achieved amy moee infemational cally
successes hut it formed the hasis for
thee Sunbesm Talbet rally
depamment ket on, Cowan though
went on towin the London-Sydney
once agan in g5 with Meroedes-
Benz and alw corved o mame for
hirmnsell with the Musubishd H.l"}'
Raid Pajenos.

“Today, mlly rads may be the big
thing: for mogosing adventure i
coedit all of that to the 1968 London-
Sydmey Maenhon which has mode
everts of this aanre vimeally
unstoppuibde in the minds and
gamephans of the motoring teams,
And just 1o undedine the populaniny
of the omginal evemnt, 3 renun s
panmed for the nest year o mark the
4oth anmiversary of the event,

Adil Jal Darukhanawala



