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Buses, especidally double-decker buses are the quaint but very effective means of gelting around the cily of
London. Blessed as it is with a great underground rail networl, the double-decker buses in London ply just
as effectively for business and pleasure.
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Twin icons of @ groeal city. the London doulse-doecker and the London
T Cab.
HOW MANY TIMES HAVE YOU FOUGHT WITH
vour youwnges shlings or your friends o e fimt on wihetop ol a
dewhle-decker and also ferst 1o the top lront sectien? Yes the lure and
the heiphrened sense of expectation one ges from being perched in
the top deck ot & small building on the move & something oo savour
bt is \'ul'nxl}' Tt T Ko ooy vt T, PR s i These -.1'.|f|\- 1:l|.1'\|"'|:|:_:}."\ll.".|
trattie and the proliterated mass ol rﬂmu] rr.n':'u'"l‘_.-'.

Dowhle decker buses have been arownd as long as the very
first omnibus with an internal combustion engine made its way
arvamil the streets of Bealinand Lossdon, probabily within

5o whal i it s & double dockar ol the London MetropoSitan Trams port
Comparty. It yat has to ba deft and rimile to get thiough.

months of each other one should guess. Hewever they were by
no means the fist road-going horseless cariages of double-
docker ennfigurarion, there being the sieam-powersd unin of 2
gt uan pature preceding therm OF cousse (hese vehicles
with thedr very large dlameter wheels made out al 3 mix of
wood and steel componens with solid rubber tacked vnte the
drcumterence were unwieldy but they got the job done

Civen the tight namre of the mads in mostof the Eeropean
At at the turn of the las century, It was dilhiculi o rale the
armni b longer than reguined pives thir teing circles and
the need o wriggle in and out of tght circles. The only way
was o po up and wll, much like most modesn cities have done
arvd that's how the double-decker bus evelved. In many a case
it weis 4t brare bones affair w begin with and for ercatune comfbon
one just had a canvas oot and roll-dewn windew shade w
keep the sun and sleet off the accupants
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It was the British coach builders who though ok the
double-decker 1o 2 |||!_-I|'| position, e just [ aspostation
folklore bart also grabbed impressicnable minds whesever they
were introduced. Coach builders like Duple did much of the
work but commercial vediicle manobaciirers like Dennis,
Forchens, Albion, ERE AEC and Leyland to varne a few went
out of their way 1o develop and perteet the double-decker
concept. The overall conlgumion remained constant by far for
very many years with a front engine and a deiver’s cab next o
the bonneed enggne bay - part of the detail which charmed
many a bus aficionado the world over. There was tull tronzal
comire] amd EI-]' il iqfnl.' el transmissions were the sorm
until Leyland and AEC adopred the prenmatic-gear shitoers 1o
v the workload of the driver. OFf course once aomaic
transmibsslons took over the lot of the double decker pilet was
made even cavier.

Pethaps the best known and the most loved of the Baitish

A Lo doutie dockors are oo fear-ongined and they come in
efther single rear axie or tandem rear whesl drve &% on this tour s,
double-deckers has 1o be the AFC Rowemaiter, a bus
specifically erdered for duty in London bt which his gong to
epitornise the chissic Brlt double-decicer, lowas in service lor
well wwer three decades and was pulled out of service st lew
menths ago, Today's specialist double-deckers come from Volvo,
MAM, DAF and Seania ax also a few Mercedes- Beng uniss
while in India even 'jbl.‘-ut'J"l Teloo did make a fewe, s
Ashek Leyland ilk which proliferated. In feet ina city lke
Mumbai, so very close in character to cosmopolitan Lomdon,
these Ashok Leyland doubde deckers ane just as strong an icon,

Wheaie formaily it waes all British bus makars on (e London roads, aflter
the demsa of The AEC Boutsnastor it = all Volwo, DAF and MAK



