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INTELLIGENT BUG

The Type 2 personifies all that is right about Volkswagen' practical German ingenuity,
when it comes to developing the ulfimate people’s van




www.apollotyres.com

The \th.q}:u'lﬂm 2 [AKA Transponer) was the e |
automotive line introduced by German automaker "u-'iﬂk:m'.lt;en 1t
was avan intraduced in 1gzo, inifally based on Volkswapen's firse
mesdel, II'IET'ﬂJE 1. also krown as the ‘EEE'IIEI\'JI"EL!:I. The Typezis
the torerunmner of modem cargo and passenger vans. The Tipe 2
spawned a number of imitators both in the Unired States and Europe
including the Foed Econoline, Dodge Sfooo, and the Chevrole
Corvan, the last even aJLTlinEll‘te Tipe 23 rear-engine confipuration
Ulpekatesd versions of this line ane soll beirg produced in iemational
maskets, both as a passenpar and carpe van and as a pickup trock.

The idea tor the Tepe 2 is credited 10 Darch Volkswagen imparter
Ben Pom, who dreow thie fiest skerches of the van in igg7. Although the
a=podyramics of the (st prototypes were poo, IH:H\'!.‘ optimisation
ek place atthe wind mnael of the Technical Universsinyod
Braunschwedp, The wind tunned work paid ofl, &s the Type 2 wes
aerodynarmically superior ro the Beetle despite its dab-sided shagpe.
Three years bater, the best production moded lebt the factony ot
Wallshusg.

Wplike ceher nea englne ‘.-U.kgwagem. swhich evoleed constantly
oweer Hme bt never s the introdisetion of all new models, the
Trunsportes notonly evolved, but was completely redved periodicadly
with varfaticns referred 1o as versdors T e T, although enly
prnerations ‘Tt m T3 {er Tas asitis called in Ireland and Cirear Briming
can beseen as direcily rlaed 10 e Beetle (see bebow for desals)

The Type & was among the hest comrnercial vehicles in which the
driver was placed above the front wheels, As such, itstarted a rrend in
Europe, where the Ford Transiv among others quickly copied the
conoept. [n the United Staves, the Corvalr-Based Chevroler Comvan
cargo van and Greenbrier passeoges v wintso faras o ooy the
T'.p-_- 2% reg ﬂ:ul'“c lavouat, |.L1.i|15|:he Clorvair's horionmally n|:||:u:wj.
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unatappable

Newser wary of progress, never skeplical about suceeas,
Menver scared of challenges, never tired of trying,
Every step of the way we travel with our customess,
On Ehe “unstoppable” journey to success,

A, -

alt-rooled engine bor power, Except log the Gresnbrier aind vadous
rggos-7os Fiat minivans, the Type 2 rerained unique in being rear-
-u|1|_';il|l'.1! i 'ﬁ:h.lﬂiw.ﬂ.i'.'—ihl.q_.'u’ fer the carby “hasmwdoos” Panel Vans,
which couldn’t easily be boaded rom the rear due o the agine cove
intruding on interios space, but generally advantageous in teoms of
traction and inberior nedse,

Another mend tha te Tepe 2 may wot have staned, but thas i
cemtaindy gave momentum w, s the use of nicely-timmed commercial
wvins as peaple carrbers. " Tis first ik hokd in dhe Unined Stames in the
oo

Dharing the hippic era inthe United Stares, the Bus became a major
couptercubure syrmbol. There were wyvesal reasons: The van coukd
cary a number of people plus camping gear and voeoking supplies,
exira cderhing, do-ir-yoaurself carponter's mols, o As a "sratemient”,
iits boney, wnilivarian shape made dee Tepe 2 everything the Amedican

curs of the day wers pot, Used modek were incnadibly t']'m'q.‘- 1o by
many wese hand Fm'nl!e-l {i]‘ll‘!«kfm ol the modern ||a'!r an

car). Sorme Bus enthusiasts {espocally for antiwar activises) would

IE‘pIﬂ.‘E[ht Vs |l:||_|'\.a witha pa.rlllﬂd peace symbiol up frant.

VARIANTS

The Tipe 2 was available as a;

L] Del.i'.'erf van without sids windows or rear seats | Panel Vin).

# Delivery van with raise] roof {High Rool Panel Vin) or Hochdach,

W with side windows and rermovable rear seas  Kombi, fom

Caerman Kannal{nﬂskrah‘wﬁmimmNnﬁnn vehicle), e both

a parssonger and @ cango vehicle combined).

W wdth moere cormlertable interdes reminsesnt of [rssETEr Cars

{ Bus; also called Caravelle since the third generation),

Van with skylight windows and doth samreol (Sambea- Bas, fira

generation only; alse called Deluxe Microbus),

= Flathed ruck { Pick-up), or Single Cab, abio availsble wirh wider
fowrd bied.

o Flathed rruck, Double Caby, swith vwo rows of seats {Crew Cahb

Pick up}

Campsing van

® Serni-carnping van that can abso still be used as 3 passenger car and

ranspanier, sacrificing some camping cormfrars (M ubivan, o

Weekender, available from tlve thisd gesreration on).

Spart from these factory varanes, there were a multinade of third-
party cenversions availshle, some of which wers offered thoagh
Volkswagen dealers. Thev included, but were not limived 1o;
.I'Eh'ii_:!liEd’ vans, hearses, ambubinces, police vans, fire engine and
Tivelebeer truscks, and camgring van comessions by companies otber than
Wesralia



