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IN TRANSIT!

Ford made history with the Transit that revolutionised the light commercial vehicle segment
in Europe forever. I's been over 40 years now and the Ford Transit is here to stay...

Theore that atarted it sll
-the1g65Ford Trarmsit
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Thie Ford Transit ks the
International Van of the
Year 2ooy!

This is how the Transit has looked since 200l - a representation of Ford's new style wrth
sharpes sbyling and a revised catsn

Seldom dosuch vehices come with credenials s celebrued o the
Ferd Transits. Cher 5,000,000 Transits have been pmn:ll.wed o=
15555 over 4 spresl of just three basic pladerms The vehiche that has
ruled the European minivan market for over 4o years has
revelutionised the segrvent forever, The story behind the Transit is
testimony 1o Henry Ford 11's vision thar broughr wogecher the
BN neeing prowess of Ford of Britsin and Ford of Germany o
creale 3 prototype for Fard's European market a4 we know i1 oday,
The v Ford subsidianics were earlicr in direct competition 1 cach
other with the Britain outfir pitching their Thames van agains
Cioomany's ‘Taunus. The rest as they say, is hismony

The very first Ford Transit was manufactured out of the
l:'l'.ﬂ'ltMl'l!."\ |..|J||;|1.'f. |'4|‘|-'|I'[‘_|. in Berkshire, |"|:|5|'.l|d which was a base
far IhIJ!]dIII'lB Hawker Flurdcane I'I.-r_lllan ﬂulingl!he Sevoid World
War. The Transit's instant spocess mesnt that demand evenmually
exceeded supply and production was shifted 1o the Southampion
plant where it continues to be made w this day. The Ford Transit's
runaway sucoess can be atibuabed o many l|'||1|g_.'\. but its broawd
wrack and heavily American-inspired stvling was prohabby the
hiﬂ;ﬂ: comtributar. The Transit was a bold 1|E|_1.l1u.re!|-:m
conventional Eurapean commerdal vehizles of the day and the
deign therne ez that it had wemendous advantapein load
carrying capacity. Most mechanical eomponents on the Transit
\mn.—.uiuplm] from Fond's cu [ at the time and the slyee
number of badhy stles was a hlg hivswith the custamers, Englne
ogitions waere also witespread — an Esses Vg pearol engine in o7
and 2.0 lire versions was oftered (though it didn’t bind many rakersh
alongside a Perkins ibhp dicsel powerplant. The Essex Vg was
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unatoppable

Newer wary of p . never skeplical about success,
Mever scared of chall =i, v L o Lrying,
I:\ret\rsteﬂ“ﬂ‘ﬂmwupwu aved with our customens,

Thefirst Transit on the third platform d'q:lal;adstymg cues from Ford's new edge
design theme that debated on

“unstoppable” journey to success,
L o

lates replaced by Ford's very own Tork petrol engines. Lateron, a
Tong nose version of the Tramsit was produced to acoomodate the
longer dicsel engine and also a 5.0 live Vié which tound buvers
mainly with the Folice and Ambulance service.

The van remained by and large unaltersd vill w5 when it
peceived i [t fajor facelift o ve foern of o |u.|E\'q_-I||L'\J e,
bester interiors and engine options. 1954 saw the intraduction of the
Tork 2.4 litre DI engiwe andd subsequenthy, the moded received
another minor cosmetic job to the tront end. The grille was now
offerad in rubbesiced black with innegraed headlamp surounds.
The next magor upgrade was on it way in iG55 and a revdyed
platform saw the Transit see Bght of day e @ oo box design
Engine options were carried over from the previows generation

and Ka road cars

d!:l‘h!’.l.._'\_-"h in 155G the 1.0 lite V& was replaced wa Cologne 2.g EFL
V4, Basring the chasds cab and long wheelhase versions, the model
range now wis outhirted with independent front suspension. Ford
kepa on updating the Transit in subale fashion and by e, all
models across the rmge bl e I.I.|.||J..Il:i! |||r|.'=':u=||l.|l:1|l [t
suspension. Evolution continued and ancther facelilt was made in
1954 with a new nose, dashboard awd a host of newer and more
modern engines,

The third amd current all-new platiorm for the Transit was finally
introduced in July 2000 and had eves that showeased Ford's new
e-.lul: l.lE\i[__"tl therme than Diad debued o thelr Fecus and Ka
passenger cars. The bggest highlight of this third gensration
“Transit was the lact that vou could erder inin either ot or pear
wheel drive trims and the introduction of the Duratorg diesel
engine and 2.3 litre 15-valve petrol engines, The Durashilc
automatic transmission was also introduced with a specially adapred
manual mode, tow-haul mode, economy mode and winter meds,
The Tramsit was given its Final facelil in zoos which featured meare
madyrn and shamp stding than ever seen belore. The changes
included new headlighss, vail lights, new interion with the gearshits
o the dashboand and an ineemoraion of Ford's new design. This
verdon of the Transit that continues 10 be |.1I'|.I.‘II.I-\.'E|.I 1o this day has
won the Internationa Yan ol the Year award in 2007 The Transit
cl'u:bcp.i the face of the |EE‘|'|! transportation ind wstry in Europe and
continues 10 dominate amidst sl competition from ather aurs
makers 1o this day. Wha started back in 1995 is today the higgest
suecess story in s segment. With such unmarched versariling and
practcality that B seen mose suecess around e workd dhan any
other vehicle in fl-). r|a's\ the Ford Trul'!.it\'.ln i-y Inlh' umln]'lp.lhh:'!



