ﬁ(il.l.LES VILLENEUVE
F nﬁfo_gpuble in his and zestin an Fl1 car was the
great Canadian Gilles¥Villeneuve - the

whoWonmore hearts than races.
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EMAO FERRART WAS A TIARD
man o please. Despite having the
who's who of Grnd Prix drivers
e for him, be found only one of
them woathy of cccupying space on
his desk in Maranelko, Tha honour
belongs o Gilles Villeneuve,

68 G, 6 wins, 2 pokes, B fastest
laps. For someone driving o Ferean,
the numbers are handly inspining.
But when you seaiched Gilles tke a
comet :ich.ry\. SLIBHG S00m S0
imelevant

Giills. was bom o be 2 Foman
driver. Articulase, ferochy
competitive and blessed with natural
takent beyond his peens, his sheer
speed phes his ph_'\aﬁﬂvrr_];.lh.lqm
style meant he could and often
woukd, take hopelessly
uncompetitve machinery by the
sorull of i neck and wing oot wins
which made many others boking on
in e

It e juast suach an mstance which
cught the oy of 1976 Fi word
champion James Hunt whe aved
about Villeneuve's anyle and deve
aher being beaten by him in a
Fomeuds At rce at Tros
Rivieres. Lt wis 5o impressoed by
the Canadian’s performance  that
when he metumied to Europe, he was
m phooe W Teddy  Muyer,
B Larers MDD an that mme. " Teddy,
youve pot o give this chap
Villencwve a man, He b camendinary.
T've mever scen anything like i, He
wits virually bouncing off the walls
at every comer. He e commol wes
phenomenal.”

Apparemly, Gilks, armed  with
hecal knwewbedpe of the mack, upstaged
Jamies by eacing widk, using the walks
to szop the shdes. "It wasn's chat higa
deal Te was ewy in 3 car Bke the
March,” were his actual words.

Un Humt's insstence, McLamen
gwe Crilles an old Mz3 o play an the
nest vears paadice sssion of the
Baizish G He spun the car so many
times the Melarn crew lost coum
of it Bt what they admised mos
was that he never damaged or stalled
the car. Those were the days of the
third cir, s he win allowsd o
quaalify and be promptly putthe May
gth on the god - abead of repular
driver  Jochen Mxs. Hi oo
spinning ahdlities however didn't
impress Teddy Mawer, s he
declined Grilks a negalardirve,

At the ageof 27, he gota call bom
Marandls and he s stmapped o
a Fmn. The md p2Tn wer
demons o drive and the Canadin

had it all w do
Depite conhes
pakore Fereri
retaned  him for
wgrh  and  oven
though team-mase
Cares Beutemann
Ikew him ineo the
weeds, Gilles wsed
all that 1o leam ar
overy N,
\“mm'& My sonec ©
his. fimss G wim -
on home ground
at Mosport Park -
in 7R i e

Joky Scheckter took over at Glles”
tearm-mate i 1y and the duo i
on infamenshy well. The new 32Ty
w coming on well and with &
started the Vilkneuve lgrend. He
won i South Afnica and then in
Long Beach but b all our shde
meamt far more DNE dun the
smooth driving Scheckicr. This was

competior. Bat
fior sowme: of Gillks”
Crse Vv
peess, his deplay
of  onethe-lEmit
driving wes over
the  acoepuble
lirniss. Ciilles
rermainedunfzed
Soon at
Fandvooet, I
Wit |jm'i1|:|.'. o
three whocks!
Had he showed
down wm I
second-placed
Alan Jones past, he couldve fmshed
second, ghing him procous. poins
In hindsight, these points woukdve
madc Ciilles he workd champion, for
he kst i o his team mae [ody by
just 4 points, He, however, had a
stanthreg argurment -~ Hese the hell
can you drive a mee car, fight with

people - and think all the time about

-
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unatoppable

Rever wary of progress, never skeplical aboul success,
Hever scared of challenges, never tired of trying,
Every stop of the way we travel with our customers

On the “enstappatile” joumney to suctess.
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probulbly why Eneo Feman gave him
the tike “High Prien of
[ stmuction.”

The fitle swung Jocdy's way, bat
that dhdn't deser Gilles. In that year's
French GP he put on a Bnestic
show of driving an Fr car in anger
which probably sanks as one fo wch
preatest displivs inowrspom. Kacing
agamst Bernoul's Rene Amoux o
Pon-Prenob, be was captured on
I hanging wheels and cur-hraking
ooy the ouesice, on 3 circudy thar i full
of blind brows and bong comers. To
this chiy. this doyfight temains the
epitome of Fi ming, Even Rene
Amoux ke fond memones of it
“The duel wath Gilles & somcthing
1M never forpet - my gresiss
soqrvenin in mcing. He beat me, yes,
in France, but it didnt wome me. |
knew Td been beaten by the hest
drvet i the wodd” e said.

Tr s chear 1o the wordd — behind
the boish looks was an unfoagiving

points for 3 bloody champicaship®
How can you settde loe a "safe” thind
phice or something, bocse it's four
points...? Jesus, peopke ke that
should be accoummans, mot mcing
drver.” Formn's egendary eechnical
dinccrer, Maum Forghieni. exphins
it best. “Gilkes had @ mage o win,”

Just before the Talin GP at
Monza, Gilles” fommer  scammans
Cades. Bewtermann had a piece of
advice. "Dont ply with the
championship. Tou may only per
o shot an it and ehis & i Don'tgive
it to Jodyv, Youe been ot Bermn
knper amd you deene i just &
much” Gilks, thoagh, Hked jody
and rrusied hirne Foe him, the team
s Larger than himsclf. 50 he didn't
miosint a challenge om fody. The fact
that 3 figheer i Galles mshesd just
o3t of 2 second behind him was a
chear mdication.

Gilles nover por o fair ceack at
anceher Fi tide caim bur he was

awys nlied upon o do the
irpossibie. In the nun-up with the
carly Ferrani Turbsos, hes skill made
the ar kook good bt the othens
wenz bitter. However it was s that
the st fow GPs of his de were full
of acimony with this wam-mate
[Didicr Pironi stealing away 2 win
when the due had agreed wpon
something chse

He wos ako one of these drivess
whes never hesitmed in speaking his
mind, especilly when it came o
safery. “Without drives, Fr b
noghing,” he said. e was aganst
the qualfying mkes, which lmited
cach deiver to pao setc of soft tyees
(the qualdying tyres, a5 they were
called). “This puts a ridicubous
PPEsse o cveryodic 10 ke risks in
traflic. Wi should han qualifiess, or
limit the number of Lps we cin do
of have no limit 1o the number of
s we e Something o w be
done” he imssted. Mothing was
done, bocause just ke now, the
drivess then, weme to keep their
menethes shat and et on with the job

T wers an gitated Gilles whe ok
o gqualifving 31 Folder wih the
uncompetitive [eman. As he came
up o the shaw moving March of
Jochen Mas and  sensing an
oppartunity o pess, he lunged ke
the small gap without lifting off. The
Teraris left frome clipped  the
Masch’s mght mar, Hicking it
the air. The wdevision camers
captared the homendows acodent as
the car Landed nose downwands, the
it Hpping the scat off from the
chissis. Ceilles wars thmwn our of the
somersaulting car, his body coming
e mst after crshing ino the

harmiees. He mexk  bmke
mstanteneously.  Shonly  belore
rvidmight, the doctons switched off

his lifie suppon. With it came w an
e, the e of 2 man who won moee
hizarts than racs,

The news of hs dkath drowe
Emzo Ferrati o teass. "My past &
scamrod with grief .. Enbes, mother,
heother, sister, wite _my life & full
of sad memorics. 1 ook hack and 1
see my Joved ones _and among my
leved ones T sex the face of this gres
- Crilhes Villeneuve.”™ Those whis
knsew the Commendaoee, said tha
no greater compliment would fall
from his lips. especially as he had
said codier in the semon that
Villenguve's  dme and  attitude
reminded him of the lependary
Tazho Wunvedan,

Vijaysimtha Vellanki



