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BUILT TOUGH, BY FORD!

Henry Ford may have got affordable motoring off the ground for the masses but
FoMoCo (short for Ford Motor Company) just didn't stick on to that, adding
delivery vans and piclaups to the saloons and roadsters on Model As, Ts, and Bs
before moving on 1o huge fractor heads and rigids.

Frst awer pand wan cama on thasama passanger
carchsss & theaoriginal Ford Modd A Yans and

. Edition 2 of u special CY sefies by
pick-ups got a filip form ths origind offering.
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The advent of Ford in the antomotive world
at the tum of the last certury was somentous
ir: more ways than one. For one. it didrt
achieve inwmediate success but i its second
aratarit soon got thir gs bappening, the most
apparent being the delivery and appeal of
#obility to the rmasses. The Kodel T did the
trick and Ford's assembly line process (picked
up tis 32id from a frm makin g pistols and
tifie s) belped churn o1t sillion s of these
vehicles. Mot only was the motor car within the
purview of the commnn man, it also helped
with the industrializatior: of the 54 while als
changin g the face of transport completely.

The horseless carmiage ook swayof all
modes of transport - people. goods_ mail. et
It becane the ideal complement to the railway
system and all of 2 sudder the commercial
angle began to get even sore vocal. I
affordable mobility could come 1 the
commorers. surely maileould be ha stened
quickly to tha s it was seant for and the first
ever comutercial vehicles in the U5 were thos
order by the I3 Fost Office. As mich to carry
parcels akd letters the open canvas roofed
Model T's were defmitely inadequate so the
full pareel delivery van came into being, the
first ever W application on what was
essentially a car with a different body bolted
ot toits chassis. At about the e time, sany
individuals also turned their bard to D-1-T
means o make their jalopies do more. This

reailted in 4 type of vehizle the Tanks kave
ket a raging love affair with to this day: the
pick-up with the rear seats renoved and a flat
bed approach fornding the cargoarea. Allofa
sidden you were lookin g at thirgs which were
beyord the purview of the trarsport denizers.

Utilities or sarvices rormally provided by
the City (puricipalities to us Indians) aawthe
rext prong of action with the horseless
carriage. The fire brigade went mecharised
and this wasa life saverin nore ways than
one. Smmbularces followed in this very wein
with again 2 specialised approach which saw a
further application chan ge recessitating
design and packaging, VEhicles for refiise
collection, water tankers and road sweepers
amnm g many others began to appear on to the
Americar roadscape.

Ford was at the heart of this rewolution evern
though the public at large and sany motoring
enthnsia as fordly rementher just what the
Model T did for smass motorisation. In fact
imiprovisation was the name of the game and
the Model T found application ever: as
agricultural tillers - yes some of them were
indeed corverted to tractors while some were
used a3 bk cutters and prain shredders. It
seemed there wa s no application which
couldrt be dore by the Model T and from
here on the tnxk gd= of the Ford business
began o take sthape.

Pick-ups, onrmimes for people movement

withir cities, large cargo bavlers, mohile
crakes, et heeded more power and different
approaches ard so from the early 19305 -
coireiding with the adwent of the Model &
which replaced the long i the tooth Model T,
Ford’s conmercial vehicle dividon began to
mnve towards 2 sore specialised form of
wehicles which kept its car roots behind and
began o take 2 more specialised form.

Larger and strongerchassiscane in as did
revised rew and more powerfil engires. Ilulti
axle rigids s de their appearance a3 did the
tractor head to pullin large loaded trailers. As
the CW spectmum exploded w0 did Ford's move
into other smrkets and in the UK it staned off
with diesel engines as well. notably with
Perldr s, lon g 2 pionesr mamdacturer of
comIpres dork ighition: powerplants. As sooras
Ford discowered the benefits of diese] in the
UK, sitmltareously it got the same fillip in the
US courtesy Cummins. In fact even: when it
made its 1210 tucks i India in the 19901,
Ford employed Perkins power (via Simpaons)
to get the job dore. Today Ford may have sold
off its CW like in Europe to Freco but it yet
continues withits range of big hawlers in the
US (exemplified by the bornsted dumper o
this page) in an unstoppable range of rigids,
muiti-axle tck s ard tractor heads. And yes
all of them are powered by top of the line
Cummin s diesels.
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Never wary of progress, never skeptical sbout success, Never scared of challenges, never tired of trying,
Every step of the way we travel with o customers, Onthe *urstoppable™ purney to success,
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