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The Ford Transit revels in its eclectic origins. It started off very different from
what we know the Transit to be today.




www.apollotyres.com

Unifike: she Brivish buil Tramsit Tamily', the firs paoducton Bord w
wear the “Transit badge was a van built in Ford's Koln i Cologne)
plant in Germany. [t was introduced in iggs e FE rooo (Ford Ridln
earrying 1o kgl From g, this vehicle was ealled the Ford Tamus
Tramsit. Prod wetion of this model oeased inig8g, The German vehicle
was not widely exported, and the Mark 1 1ag has commonly been
applisd, petrospectively, w1l 1965 75 Britinh model

Ford had a manutactaring plant in Cork Clry, Ireland up amti the
mid-mgyros. Just afser World War 11, the proprietor of the local Fard
Caarage, "The Transit Garage . built a Ford Special, a 2 seater spons
car, 10 cornpete in the kocal Cork 2o Rally, This car won the race and
wirs kneown as the Ford Transin, The name was established, and nened
by the g et of the local Bictory. When a name fior the
commercial van was being v}uﬂl’l. the already established name ' Foed
Transit™ was resdily available,

Thee fiest Ford Transit proper was introduced in Cicaber 1965, and
hias been in continusus production in three basic penerations 1o te
prresenit diy. The van was paoduced initiadly ar Fods Langley faciling
in Berkshire. England {a formver Second World War aircraf factory
which had produced Hawlker Humricane hghwers), bt as dernand
oustripgeed the capability ol the plang, prodbection was moves] 1
5-Lu1||.l|.'.|_|lu||. where it los remaine] ever sice, Thusits have also
been produced in Ford's Genk lactory in Belgium and also Tuskey.
The Trasin i also preduced in China for the Chitise makes.

The Thansit was introduced e replace the Ford Thames 200E, a
srmall mid-engined Zophyr based torward control van noted for s
marrow track which was in direct compesition with simile looking

vehicles trom Rootes's Commver rnge. In a UK marker segment then
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Newver wary of p . never skeptical about success,
Henvin scarad of challeng s, nesr Liad of brying,
Every step of the way we travel with our customens,

On the “unstoppable” jourmey to success,

cominated by a Bedlon] offering, the Thames failed 10 win aver
company users in sufficient numbers, so Ford went badk to the
drawing board and switched 1o 2 front engined configuration, aleng
the: |i||1.-\.| |ll|n.!|.'|r.'1|iiu|||||; the rggos by Beslond with their well
regarded CA series vans, Henry Ford [1's revolutionarny step was o
combine the engineering effor of Foed of Brivain, and Ford of
Crarmiany togethes 1o creste i prototype for e Ford of Fumope of
today — previoushy the rwo subsidiaries had been in disec
competition with cach other.

The Transit was 4 huge departure from the European commescial
vehicles of the day — s broad rask and Amedcan ilnr.ir:l:h[\-lil:g
eave it @ hupe advantage in carrying capacity oves companable
wehicles of the day and revoluionived light goods wansport, hostof

the: Tramsdt’s mechanical compenents were adapied from Fond's car
range of the time. Another key o the Transit's suooess was the sheer
number of ditterent body sodes: panel vans in bong and shon
wheclues forms, plok-up rruck, minibuses, crow -cabr 1o nime b a
fewe. The engines wied in the UK were the Essex Vg for the petrol
englnod version In .y Land 2 o L capacities, while a g1 bhp (1 kW)
diemel unin sourced lom Pedins was also olfeved, The Perkins diese
engine was oo Jong to fir under the Transit's stabby nose section,
which had s he resryded for the dicsel vesion. Fraducing just 4o hhp
{30 KW, the Perkins unin was ot popular, and was replaced by
Ford's cwn “York™ unit in 1571, For the mainlind Ewscpe the Tramsit
had the German Fard Taunas Vg engine in 1.7 or 2,0 lite verdons,

ek g, ncasiee [pent wan ibso used 1o accommodine the Foad 3.0
Tiare W which ws ordered h\']m"n.- and ambul anee sendess In
March 178, @ facelifted version - commonly known in some markers
asthe "Madk 27 moedel - debuted with a restylad nose saction, new
inmerior, and the introducaion of the Pinto engine trom the Cortina in
piliace of the Fasex V. High performance versions intended for poliee
o ambulance wse used the 3.0 L VE version of the Essex engine. In
18,4, the York diesel engine was redesigmed into the 2.4 L0
{elirect ingection ) wnit. Latg inits life this peneraion recsived a minor
Taceliy i |u$|||_'r.1 black rubberivel !||.1u'.;||i|.u with iatepy atesd
headlamg sumounds, which had previoushy besn body-coloured

The mes few penesinions of the Tramsit sosed ‘modemity, with the
new version { Ford nemendliture Viy= [FWD] Vs [RWD])
winning the Inremational Van Of The Tear 2007 awand despite iough
competiion froms sevesal - e rivals,

But we do pot discuss wew-bom vehicles in this piece!



