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_unatoppable 1936 TOYODA

Job 1 for Toyoda was the Model AA of 1936. Styled on the streamlined American saloons then in vogue,
Kiichiro Toyoda'’s first ever offering was the forerunner for the world beating cars named Toyota today
I Edition 20 of @ special series by

The Modal AC from 1943 mimomd the original
Model A& from 1936 bt hed an tprated
engine. in | other respects & wes dentical to—
Its pradecessor. Most of Lhese models ware
commandaemed for use by the Jopanosa
impavial Army in the Second World War
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unatoppable

Mewer wary of progress, newer skeplical aboul sucoess,
Kever scaned of challenges, neser Lined of Lrying.
Evary step of tho way wa Lravel with our customers
On tho “unstoppable” journoy to success,
X, e

THIS IS THE CAR THAT KIICHIRO TOYODA CONJURED
up in 1535 and undeashed the power and force thar the world knows of
oday a3 the Tovota Motor Corporation. OF course i tock more than
six decades for the Japanese car maker 1o arain its present dominance
as the world s biggest car maker but even from its humble beginnings
in the mid-rg3os, all its eHfores undedined the face which we all know of
and also experience today: solidhy reliable and perfectly engincered cars
ro serve all our motorng needs and some more

The Japaness car market m the 1g3cs was dominated by American
brands Ford and Chevrolet who had assembly plants in the countey
Ford had been first off the block in Japan, saning off with its famous
Muodel T in 1924, Chevioler used o import and sell large numbers
before it finally set up its own assembly unit in Japan with the Model
AE in 137 These two brands plus a host of British cars made like
diffscult for the Bercely nationalistic Japanese who wene aware of the
need for a peoples car of their own and this was the prime mothvating
factor which drove Kiichire Tovoda to design and develop his first car,

The Tevoda Modd AA of 1935 was by no ametch of the imagmation
Japan’s firse car or even its first mass produced car. Missan and a couple
of othsers had claim eo thar bur & 3 symbal of what we have come o
expect of the mega unstoppable brand that Toyota i= soday, the Model
AN is historically a very significant automohile. In erying o develop a
peope’s car for Japan, Kiichin Toveda drew upon inspiration from two
American cars, For the stling and the chassis and suspensson it vas the

Qriginal sectioned deawing of the Toynda Model A outlining the passenger
compartment ahead of the rear axbe for optimum comfort of the occupants

D Sego Adrllow saloon which determined the look and the manmer in
which the Model AA rode. For the ractive power and its tramsmission to

pearbon. There were hiwever cemain impertane modifications which
Toyoda made o the car inchuding his own design pastons and overall
refinement which made it a strong sefler in the domestic market. The
engine J.n\'h.ljt\i (._f-\]:n]l]ﬂ" _;--:.-C,|'|1|:L.|:|J'I3G-:MJU..|,IJ. 1gkgm of oeque ax
iacrpm. The gurdy and strong structure allisd with the nckm'h
capability of the car endeared irself ro many and launched Tovesa (name
wais changed sometime in 1935-39 afier 2 name comest was held for jusy
this pumpose] in the sutomotive work

Ihe tight marcon colouned caron the opener was the 1943 Model AC,
exsentially an ovobugion of the Model AA with an uprated B-series engine
and featuring slight cosmetic changes to the bodhwonk, The black Maodel
A you see on this page is 2 complete modemn recreation by the master
craftsmen at the Tovopet Service Centre who worked from original
drawings o make & Itocoupies pride of place ar the well ssocked Tovota
Auromative Muscum in [apan. What is significant abour the Modd AA
was no fust that it was the ferst Tovora but also thar the imed Tovota
Prochuction System came into being with it, And that as we all know is an
unstoppable fact of life, being embraced by 2 host of global car makers.,
Adil Jal Durukhanawala

IO The First Toyoda Model Al placed head on against the 1934 De Soto
Alrflow sedan from Chiyster Corporation, Toyeda made no bones aboast
whare ho derived the inspiration for the stylo of his first automaobile.

10 The replica Model AA which stands in the Tayota Automative Museum,
B Toynda sought insperation for the mechanicats from Chavrelet, His
OHY sin-cylindar engine being modeled bang on the Yankee powarplant.
10 Ther Teyoda Medel AA also adopted the Chiysler Airflow’s ladder frame
and suspension dosign,



