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World’s first all terrain motor competition, precursor to the rally raid

> -
" pionoer matoristyipiomat and explores, Prince Seipians Bergheso of the Ealtrroyal
o famiy makes a triumphant entry into Paris at the whesl of his 35-4=HP italn after
. drivieg 16, 000km from Peking to win the fint ever arganised mator rally.
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UNSTOPPABLE

Wherne minds ane gver restless, sver seeking a batter way
‘Where evolution is tne imperative, and knowledge an endless quest

Wi

L That of making our customess unstoppable

Ty ke avour has but one gos

It was exactly g vears back
thas the: very fisit onganised
mestor rally took place, and a
magnificent cvent it was (oo,
Many Indians mighe have
hieand abour such cpic
marathons like the London-
Svdney, the London-Mexico
and the Paris-Beijing Maser
Raid. I s casser 1o relane o
thesa events bevause they wen:
h\u from thu fJ.:.: uml of tb,'
pfees o the present, in an era
when suomohile reliabiliny had
heen established beyand doaks
and the sccepeance of
aumomsive culiure was
parimaunt.

Mo such advantages though
for the inrepad joumos tarmed
AOmOtTeE ROnNeCTs cum
advenuurers who set out o
prove the efficacy of the
automabile in a gruelling un
from Pelarg (2 Beijing was
known thenl, the capatal ciry of
the last wordd (China} oo Pans,
the glorous capital city of the
ruation than truly spearheaded
1:|h.' .u[\rm .Il.‘nl..n.'\:l;rulb;u of
the auomchal: as 4 wonhwhile
mizans of personal mohiliy.

T havee: even consemplared a
drive over such a long distance
and ower eemain whese no roads
extsted was plain foolhandy,

However when the French
newspaper Le Manin hroached
the idea of such a drive, it got
an immediae enthusiasne
response from 25 teams speead
owver & dozen counmes,
However when it came time 1o
confirming the entry in a more
tangible manner - by coughing
upra 2eoa franc eatry fee - one
saiw just frve serious
competiton make the s,

The French were the
pioneering motorng mbon at
thag pedrt i time and four of
the: frve enmics were by French
drivers, Geomges Cormier drove
arwin-cvlinder De Dion
Bouton with Edgando
Longoni. neporter of the
"Sevolo” magazine. Inan
identical car was Collignon
with a mechanic. Chares
Caoscland had emened a four
cybinder 15 HIP Spykoer {made
in Holland) and he had ean
Tadllis of L Maiin 25 co-driver.
The founth French entry was
thas of 4 Comal tricyche wath
Pors ax the helm.

The fifth and final entry was
fram Fraly in the form of the
powerhal 35-25HT Tiala with
Prince Scipione Borghese at
the wheel and co-dmwen by
Luigi Barzini, repones for the
Diily Telegraph newspaperin
the LK and also the mnfheential
Iralian newspaper Corniens dell
S, There was also a third
crew member, often forgonen
bt who played a vl role for
tho -.'.lr.lml team - n‘dinl:
miechanic Erome Guizzand:

Tt weas wough oo convinee the
Chinese 1o et the motogss
enter their country and 1o be
flagged off from their capital
city, especially given the fact

that bogisncs to set up fud
bunks enmoute had o be put in
pace before the event. Barzini
was todd “The reactionary
Mandarins, who hald the
power at Courn, ane afraid thir
the mace is really an effon wo see
Tow Jomg i would sake o
imvade China by car.” Sure the
Chanese had a point there,
Ancghertopic which simost
scuppered the cvem came
abwount thanks vo cemain Chinese
officials secing the evert asa
rcans to dseredin the bocal
ralwiy svatem whike some
others saw the motoriss s
spies bed by Prince Borghese!

The frve cars were shapped
out to China rom Europe and
the event got underway in the
carty morming of june 1o, g7
Right from the stam Prince
Bonzbese i the powerful Trala
st the pace, powering shead of
the four French cars, The firs
800 mibes wene in the wugh
Kalgan mountain regions and
the prirvitive brakes were mose
of a borther shan the Lack of
power from the engines. Pons’
tricyche dropped o of the
munming as soon the event ha
the Mongol plains bur from
here onwands the: Frala began o
open ous a lead over the three
remaining French cass. Gihven
the lack of roads and the

take fo

e Chinc

Oni of the two De Dion Bouton
rofts up for the start in Poking
{abowe). Frenchman Charles
Godard, the first to come up to
the start in Poking, in his Dutch-
st Spyker, s welcomed at the
start by tha colonial Ewropaans:
and bornused Chiness (far left].

inhospitable Russian wemain,
the only “roads available o
the rallyises were the iracks of
the Trans Siberian Raitway
and the Teala plus the other
three French can rumbled on
ahead, Comening on rails was
e very easy in this manner
bz the quanet sunived.
e across the Volga river
aned past Kazan it was the
frala’s hrute power thar wld.
Prince Borghese thundered
threash Nijni-Novgored,

o,

Luigi BE:rzini, joumalist & co-diiver of

the winning ltala

Empitna Ly i n Bt - Lartd p raegert

Muoscow, Warsaw andonoa
rapturcas weleome into Paris on
At 1o, 1gor - exactly siay
s after taking the stan in
Peking. T had covered exactly
1200 kem and apan from a fow
broken wheehs and dented ranks
and underbody, the car came
threasgh imsact. Unbike modern
oy rallies, there was no
maxmum permined laseness (the
conept came in laser] because
the other three cans all trooped
o Parts in comvoy some: 21 days
laser!

Mot much i knovwn abour the
fate of the Spyker and the De
[han Bowons bus the frala ha
survivesd to thas day and i howsed
in the magnificons Biscarcm
s in Tlein o this day. T
remaing a poignant eximple of
the tvpe of car which got motor
ralbving off the ground some gy
vears ago. And the Peking - Paris
being: the forerunner of the dassac
rallies of the m5os, e, "ron &
B (befoee they went all soft)
beefore they all metamomhosed
into rally rasds. Even with major
change, our sport remains
UNSTOPPABLE.



