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1895 PEUGEOT VIS-A-VIS

Over a hundred years old and sfill running strong is the 1895 Peugeot Vis-a-Vis. This automobile harks
back to humble beginnings and reminds us of an era long gone past...
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THE 1y TH CENTURY WAS COMING TO AN END AND
people were stowly but surely becoming mere used o the idea of
motorised vehicles plying on roads along side cans pulled by
animals. Machinery was minimalistic back then, with cars restrnicred
10 & gmph top speed and necessitaring a man with a red flag walking
in front af the vehicle ar all vmes, It was as Lare as 1596 that the Light
Locomotives Act was passed by the pardiament and dhis meant that
cars could now arain speeds of upre izmph. Cne of the first
motorised vehicles to tke advaneage of the Act was the Peugeos
Vis-a-Vis of 1895

The car's specifications may seem extremely primitive by today's
standards bue back then it was prenty revoluonary. The Vis-a-Vis
was powered by a 1282c¢ 'V owin with a 73mm bore and 145mm
stroke. Even with the huge capacity, the car managed ro chum out
all of sHP that could propel the car to speeds of 1zmph!

The change in mosoning liw with the Light Locomative Act that
was enforced in 18g6 liberated the way for comparatively more
owerful vehiches to ply on public roads withou t

erett need
of seperate man with a red flag walking ahead of the vehicle
Enthusiasts celebrazed the accasion with the first ever London
Brighton Veteran Car Bun the same year. The event has been hel
miast years simce then and continwes to this day. With such history
revalving around it the event stands as the longest-running
motorised cvent ever, The event is also made special by its unmigue
entry criteria - all participaring vehicles must belong o the pre-
cfa. [t is also the world's largest undispured gathering of vintage cars
= 443 of them participared in 2005!

The event is held on the first Sunday of every Novemnber and is
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Nevar wary of progress, never skaptical about success,
Newer scared of challenges, neser tired of trying,
Evary step of the way we bravel with our customers
On the “"unstoppable” journey Lo success,

L

od off from Hyde Park in London, where there is a surreal

flag,

from London and rakes the pamicipants all the way o Brighton
following the Azg. With a sl distance of 86km the vehicles get
rwi stops on the way - one at Crawley

down o Madeira Drive on the Brighton scafront.
The erganisers have forever emphasised thar the event isnota

race and speeds anc limited 1o just 2omph {32km/h) for all those who

can manage to achiove that velocrty in the first place! Every vint,
vehicle thar manages to go the distance before 16.30hrs gets a med

1 & 2 The immaculately maintained 1895 Vis-a-vis from the Louwman Collection was the Mo.a carsin the 2006 London to Brighton Veteran Car Run

1 Technology in 1895 aflowed the 1282cc V-twin to make just about 3HP

gathering of some of the rarest and oldest automotive examples from
across the world - all in pristine running condition. The route spans

r and the other at Preston Park
- the official finish point fer the cvens afier which participants drive

ARE

It's by far the most prestigous event for a vintage car owner from the
pre-1505 erl o panicipate in, and completing the event is a hig
milestone not only for the paricpants bue for all automorive
enthusiases alike,

zocd saw the noth anniversary of the London 1o Brighton
Vintage Car Run and leading the pack of vintage cars was none
other than an immaculasedy restored 1845 Peugeot Vis-a-Vis that
currently belongs to the Louwman Mationaal Auromobiel Collection
of Hollan

Bearing the participant ne. 1, the Vis-a-Vis continues to

imypress as ane of the first automobales ever 1o nan afrer the Red Flag
Act was lifred




